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to collaborate with him and share in Austrian political
responsibility.' *
One of the foremost men who enjoyed the special con-
fidence of Schuschnigg was Dr. Edmund von Glaise-Hor-
stenau already referred to as well as others among the
* National Betontep. *. This was the object for which the
organisation had been constructed by Papen. It was only
when Schuschnigg was already in the hands of the Gestapo
that he learnt that these men who were in his confidence
had visited Hitler for detailed instructions.
Austria by means of this armistice hoped not only to
improve relations with the German Reich but also to assure
her own independence. The Government also believed
that it had won a breathing space in which to complete
economic reconstruction, and thereby secure internal politics
against the crimes of the National Socialists. Actually, how-
ever, this solemn treaty was nothing more than a diplomatic
victory for Herr von Papen. The treaty was to be used tc
fill the Civil Service and other important posts with Nationa]
Socialists, to lull the Government into a sense of security
and to weaken its resistance to the aspirations of Hitler.
* More precise details of the betrayal of Austria by Germany, and th<
downfall of Austria, are to be found in the author's book Thus Diet
Austria (Edward Arnold & Co., London, 1938).